44 recommended readings on 

Farmer Innovation and Participatory Technology/Innovation Development (PTD/PID)

 for development practitioners

This was the list of recommended readings that was compiled by members of the PTD-Forum, an international electronic discussion group on PTD that grew out of the St Ulrich Group. Out of this list, the members selected the “Top Twenty” readings that were included in PTD/PID Circular 13 (2004). The titles are listed according to author/editor, in alphabetical order.

AGRITEX. 1999. Learning together though participatory extension: a trainer’s guide. Harare: Dept of Agricultural, Technical and Extension Services (AGRITEX) / GTZ / ITDG-Zimbabwe. 210pp. 

Bechstedt H. 1997. Training manual on participatory research and technology development for sustainable land management. Bangkok: IBSRAM / ASIALAND Network.

Bentley JW & Baker P. 2002. Manual for collaborative research with smallholder coffee farmers. CABI Commodities, Egham. 131pp.

Biggelaar, Chris den. 1996. Farmer experimentation and innovation: a case study of knowledge generation processes in agroforestry systems in Rwanda. Community Forestry Case Study 12. Rome: FAO.

Boef, Walter de, Kojo Amanor & Kate Wellard with Anthony Bebbington (eds). 1993. Cultivating knowledge: genetic diversity, farmer experimentation and crop research. London: Intermediate Technology Publications (ITP).

Brammer, Hugh. 1980. Some innovations don’t wait for experts: a report on applied research by Bangladeshi peasants. Ceres 13 (2): 24–28.

Bunch, Roland. 1982. Two ears of corn: a guide to people-centered agricultural improvement. Oklahoma City: World Neighbors. 250pp.

Chambers, Robert, Arnold Pacey & Lori Ann Thrupp (eds). 1989. Farmer first: farmer innovation and agricultural research. London: ITP. 218pp.

Critchley, Will, Dan Miiro, Jim Ellis-Jones, Stephan Briggs & Joy Tumuhairwe. 1999. Traditions and innovation in land husbandry: building on local knowledge in Kabale, Uganda. Nairobi: Regional Land Management Unit (RELMA). 56pp.

Critchley, Will, Roshan Cooke, Tijan Jallow, Sophie Lafleur, Mineke Laman, Janet Njoroge, Verity Nyagah & Emmanuelle Saint-Firmin (eds). 1999. Promoting farmer innovation: harnessing local environmental knowledge in East Africa. Nairobi: RELMA. 131pp.

Department of Agriculture & Rural Development (DARD) and Extension Centre, Cao Bang Province. 2002. PTD field manual for extensionists. Cao Bang: Helvetas Vietnam. 60pp.

Diop, Jean-Marie & Peter Laban. 1999. Experiences with farmer experimental design workshops in Egypt. PTD Working Paper 1. Leusden: ETC Ecoculture. 13pp.

Douthwaite, Boru. 2002. Enabling innovation: a practical guide to understanding and fostering technological change. London: ZED Books. 266pp.

Duveskog, Deborah et al (eds). 2002. Harnessing indigenous knowledge and innovation in Farmer Field Schools. Kenya: UNDP. 

Engel, Paul & Monique Salomon. 1996. Innovation for development. Amsterdam: Royal Tropical Institute. 

Guendel, Sabine. 1998. Participatory innovation development and diffusion: adoption and adaptation of introduced legumes in the traditional slash-and-burn peasant farming systems in Yucatan, Mexico. Eschborn: GTZ. 81pp.

Guijt, Irene & Laurens van Veldhuizen. 1998. What tools? which steps? comparing PRA and PTD. Issue Paper 79. London: IIED. 33pp.

Hagmann Jürgen, Edward Chuma, Kudakwashe Murwira & Michael Connolly. 1998. Learning together through participatory extension: a guide to an approach developed in Zimbabwe. Harare: AGRITEX / GTZ / ITDG-Zimbabwe. 59pp. 

Hagmann, Jürgen & Edward Chuma. 2002. Enhancing the adaptive capacity of the resource users in natural resource management. Agricultural Systems 73 (1): 23–39. 

Hagmann, Jürgen. 1999. Learning together for change: facilitating innovation in natural resource management through learning process approaches in rural livelihoods in Zimbabwe. Weikersheim: Margraf. 310pp.

Haverkort, Bertus & Wim Hiemstra (eds). 1999. Food for thought: ancient visions and new experiments of rural people. London: ZED Books. 237pp.

Haverkort, Bertus. Johan van der Kamp & Ann Waters-Bayer (eds). 1991. Joining farmers’ experiments: experiences in Participatory Technology Development. London: ITP. 269pp.

Horne, Peter & Werner Stür. 2003. Developing agricultural solutions with smallholder farmers: how to get started with participatory approaches. Canberra: ACIAR. 119pp.

IIRR. 1996. Recording and using indigenous knowledge: a manual. Cavite: International Institute of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR).

ILEIA. 1991. Participatory Technology Development in sustainable agriculture: an introduction. Leusden: Information Centre for Low External Input and Sustainable Agriculture. 40pp.

ILEIA. 2000. Grassroots innovation. ILEIA Newsletter 16 (2). Leusden: ILEIA. 40pp.

Jiggins, Janice & Henk de Zeeuw. 1992. Participatory Technology Development for sustainable agriculture. In: Reijntjes, Coen, Bertus Haverkort & Ann Waters-Bayer, Farming for the future (London: Macmillan), pp 135–162. 

LISTRA. 1997. Joint learning for change: development of innovations in livelihood systems around protected tropical forest areas. Eschborn: Livelihood Systems and Tropical Forest Areas (LISTRA), German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZ). 26pp.

Lizares-Bodegon, Julian Gonsalves, Scott Killough, Ann Waters-Bayer, Laurens van Veldhuizen & Marissa Espineli (eds). Participatory Technology Development for agricultural improvement. Cavite, Silang: IIRR. 110pp.

Matlon, Peter, Ronald Cantrell, David King & Michel Benoit-Cattin (eds). 1984. Coming full circle: farmers’ participation in the development of technology. Ottawa: International Development Research Centre (IDRC). 176pp.

McCorkle, Constance et al. 1988. A case study on farmer innovations and communication in Niger. Washington DC: Academy for Educational Development.

Meinzen-Dick, Ruth, Anna Knox, Frank Place & Brent Swallow (eds). 2002. Innovation in natural resource management: the role of property rights and collective action in developing countries. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. 317pp.

Prain, Gordon, Sam Fujisaka & Michael Warren (eds). 1999. Biological and cultural diversity: the role of indigenous agricultural experimentation in development. London: ITP. 218pp.

Reij, Chris & Ann Waters-Bayer (eds). 2001. Farmer innovation in Africa: a source of inspiration for agricultural development. London: Earthscan. 362pp.

Rhoades, Robert. 1984. Breaking new ground: agricultural anthropology. Lima: International Potato Center.

Richards, Paul. 1985. Indigenous agricultural revolution: ecology and food production in West Africa. London: Hutchinson.

Röling, Niels & Annemarie Wagemakers. 1998. Facilitating sustainable agriculture: participatory learning and adaptive management in times of environmental uncertainty. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Scoones, Ian & John Thompson (eds). 1994. Beyond farmer first: rural people’s knowledge, agricultural research and extension practice. London: ITP. 301pp.

Sumberg, James & Christine Okali. 1997. Farmers’ experiments: creating local knowledge. Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers. 186pp.

Veldhuizen, Laurens van, Ann Waters-Bayer & Henk de Zeeuw. 1997. Developing technology with farmers: a trainer’s guide for participatory learning. London: ZED Books. 230pp.

Veldhuizen, Laurens van, Ann Waters-Bayer, Ricardo Ramirez, Debra Johnson & John Thompson (eds). 1997. Farmers’ research in practice: lessons from the field. London: ITP. 285pp.

Warren, Michael, Jan Slikkerveer & David Brokensha (eds). 1995. The cultural dimension of development: indigenous knowledge systems. London: ITP.

Waters-Bayer, Ann. 1989. Participatory Technology Development in ecologically-oriented agriculture : some approaches and tools. AgREN Network Paper 7. London: Overseas Development Institute (ODI). 63pp.

Yohannes Gebre Michael & Karl Herweg. 2000. From indigenous knowledge to Participatory Technology Development. Berne: Centre for Development and Environment. 52pp.

