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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the 15th issue of the PTD / PID Circular! In this issue, we have put together a list of websites and electronic databases that could be useful to our readers, either for sourcing information or for publishing experiences related to PTD/ PID. This is by no means an all-inclusive list, but it may help you identify several websites that suit your particular needs. We also hope that you will be encouraged to share your experiences with a wider audience through one of the mentioned websites or databases. 
Back issues of the Circular are archived at Prolinnova’s website www.prolinnova.net, under “Readings and Resources”. 

The Circular is sent only in electronic form. Anyone without electronic access can write to us (see postal address at the end of this Circular), and we will post a printout or photocopy.

To subscribe or unsubscribe, please send an e-mail to: pid-circular@etcnl.nl Please keep us informed of changes to your e-mail address so that we can update our mailing list. 

	Announcement !

PARTICIPATORY INNOVATION DEVELOPMENT (PID) – TRAINING OF FACILITATORS  June 26 to July 11 2006, Kampala, Uganda

This training workshop is an initiative of Prolinnova, a NGO-led global programme to promote local innovation in managing natural resources for sustainable agriculture. It is being organised by the International Institute for Rural Reconstruction (IIRR) with Environmental Alert in Uganda.

The training workshop is open to practitioners from Prolinnova as well as from other organisations and networks. It recognises the need for researchers and extension officers to be more capable of supporting farmers’ innovations, validating, documenting and spreading them more widely, conducting joint experimentation with farmers, and building on farmer innovation in their work. The course will employ methodologies that will contribute to the personal transformation of participants towards giving value to participatory processes and becoming facilitators of learning during the PID process. Key learning methodologies include experience sharing, field practicum, interacting with local people, action planning and group work. The participants will thus become aware of the challenges faced by development professionals and scientists in moving local innovations further towards joint experimentation and integrating relevant information and ideas coming from others, including formal research.

For more information and to receive an application form, contact Angie Algo (Angie.Algo@iirr.org).



ANNOTATED LIST OF WEBSITES AND ELECTRONIC DATABASES
This is an annotated list of websites and databases that carry information on local innovation, the dynamics of indigenous knowledge (IK), and participatory approaches to research and development in agriculture and natural resource management (NRM) building on local innovation. Considering the importance of multi-stakeholder partnerships and intellectual property rights (IPR) in participatory innovation development, we have included a few websites that deal with these issues in particular. We have tried to limit ourselves to websites with a global or regional focus, and have made exceptions only in cases where the information could be relevant to our readers and partners.
Most of the websites and databases mentioned here are accessible in English. Other languages that are supported are also mentioned in the annotations. 

In making the selection, we have looked at the current status of the web resource. Most of the websites in this list are active and are being updated regularly. Others are inactive, but have been included as they are useful repositories of information. We have tried to indicate, wherever possible, the current status of the web resource.  
Another aspect that we paid attention to is the possibility to submit information for uploading and thereby sharing it with others. We have indicated which of the web resources in this list accept information for uploading. Make sure you find out the conditions/ procedures for submission of information by visiting the website. 
The annotations were made by Ann Waters-Bayer, Will Critchley and Chesha Wettasinha of the Prolinnova International Support Team based on the information on the websites.
ACDC (web.aces.uiuc.edu/agcomdb) The Agricultural Communications Documentation Centre is a unique literature collection and documentation service housed within the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. The collection exceeds 27,000 documents at present on agriculture-related communication in more than 90 countries and is growing rapidly. All documents in the collection emphasise the human and social dimensions and not the physical or technical aspects. A keyword search on “farmer innovation”, for example, provides an extensive list of useful documents. The centre accepts documents for archiving on the database within copyright guidelines. The centre can be contacted at the address: docctr@aces.uiuc.ed   

ADAPTIVE LEARNING (www.adaptivelearning.info) provides information about the adaptive learning approach, an approach that aims to support and facilitate innovation at local level. It provides explanations of the principles of adaptive learning and reports and articles about how these principles have been executed in real field settings. Amongst other things, there are discussions of when it is appropriate, potential problems, and what skills and/or resources are required. It also outlines how the full participation of all stakeholders can be encouraged by facilitating and enhancing communication at all levels and increasing the learning of all involved. The site makes available the adaptive learning guidelines for downloading, in English and a number of Asian languages. By becoming a registered user of the site, you can submit documents for uploading and share your experiences with a wider audience.
AGROMISA (www.agromisa.org) is the Knowledge Centre for Small-Scale Sustainable Agriculture based in Wageningen, The Netherlands. AGROMISA, set up in 1934, is connected to the Agricultural University of Wageningen and is divided into two parts: a resource information centre and a projects and programmes section. It has an on-line library, and produces the AgroDok series (plenty of practical, agricultural booklets downloadable in English and French), the AgroSpecial series and various educational materials for agriculture and animal husbandry in warm climates. There are links (through ‘best practices’) to InterSard and InterDev, multi-agency projects in which AGROMISA is involved.
AHI (www.asareca.org/ahi) The African Highlands Initiative is a collaborative research initiative focusing on key NRM and agricultural productivity issues in the highlands of East and Central Africa. Concerned National Agricultural Research Institutes (NARIs) and International Agricultural Research Centres wanted to improve research and development approaches and partnerships as a way to increase impact. AHI was started by ASARECA (Association for Strengthening Agricultural Research in East & Central Africa) in 1995, is hosted by ICRAF (World Agroforestry Centre) and has contributions from many research organisations. The website is not very extensive and provides a summary of the activities and achievements of AHI.

CAB International (www.cabi-bioscience.org/farmersupportandinnovation.asp) is a global not-for-profit organisation that generates and disseminates knowledge in the applied biosciences to enhance development, human welfare and the environment. Its “Farmer Support and Innovation” programme works with farmers in ways that increase their knowledge and decision-making skills. It assists rural communities and farmer groups through participatory programmes, facilitates communication between scientists and the multiple stakeholders in commodity chains, influences policy development and increases farmer involvement in project development, implementation and evaluation. 

CAMPESINO A CAMPESINO (www.laneta.apc.org/mexsursur/indexo.htm) The “Campesino a Campesino” (peasant-to-peasant) movement, born in the late 1980s in Central America, is in itself an innovative concept that was developed among Nicaraguan farmers. The programme facilitates the organisation and interaction of smallholder farmers, so that they can learn from each other and exchange knowledge on their productive and social projects. It supports an environmentally and socially responsible agriculture. Its philosophy and work methodologies are nowadays being applied in all of Latin America. The website brings reports on the experiences in several countries, as well as a basic explanation on the project’s guiding principles in Spanish.
CIRAN (www.nuffic.net/common.asp?id=435&instantie=0) The Centre for International Research and Advisory Networks, the IK unit of Nuffic (Netherlands Organisation for International Cooperation in Higher Education), was responsible for maintaining this website from 1992 to 2004. Since then, its activities in the field of IK have been transferred to a consortium of southern organisations (see www.ik-pages.net). This website is not active anymore, but it contains back issues of Indigenous Knowledge and Development Monitor (1993–2001) and Indigenous Knowledge Worldwide (2002–04).

Community-Based Natural Resource Management Network (www.cbnrm.net) CBNRM Net provides networking tools to link practitioners, managers and researchers working on CBNRM, allowing them to exchange experiences, manage relevant knowledge and support learning across countries, sectors, cultures and languages. Attention is given to culture, local institutions, traditional knowledge, participation and participatory approaches, and NGOs and civil society, within an overall nation-state framework characterised by increasing weight on decentralisation, governance and transparency. As an integrated and adaptable tool for knowledge management, CBNRM Net serves the global CBNRM community of practice. Membership to the network is free of charge, but all members are expected to contribute to the website and electronic newsletter with information that can benefit others. The website can also be accessed in German, Spanish, Portuguese, French and Norwegian and is updated regularly.

COMMUNITY IPM (www.communityipm.org) – THE FIELD ALLIANCE (www.thefieldalliance.org) After more than 20 years of training farmers in Asia, the FAO Programme for Integrated Pest Management in Rice (later known as the Community IPM Programme) ended in 2002. Support continues, however, for farmer empowerment, sustainable rural livelihoods and ecological agriculture through a new regional organisation called The Field Alliance. What began as a pest-control project became an umbrella for farmer-led experimentation, training, organising and advocacy in a range of production issues (pests, soils, seeds, water) and community health, rural education and farmers’ rights. The vision, methods and expertise that drove the Community IPM Programme formed the basis for an independent foundation dedicated to the empowerment of Asian farmers. The last updates on Community IPM are in 2002 and The Field Alliance in 2003. 
COMPAS (www.compasnet.org) Comparing and Supporting Endogenous Development is an international network of 22 development organisations in 10 countries in Latin America, Asia, Africa and Europe committed to endogenous development in agriculture, health and NRM. The activities of the partner organisations are directed towards understanding the diversity of rural peoples’ knowledge, encouraging local experimentation within farmers’ worldviews, and organising intercultural dialogues on farmers’ knowledge, indigenous learning and experimentation. The website, which is updated regularly, provides a selection of publications of network members, back issues of the COMPAS magazine and links to the websites/pages of the partner organisations. A selection of publications in Spanish, mainly from the Latin American partners, can be found in the Spanish section of the website.

CTA Knowledge for Development (knowledge.cta.int) is a portal of the website of the Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation ACP-EU (CTA) that supports policy dialogue on science and technology for agricultural and rural development in African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries. It enables the ACP scientific community – agricultural research and development scientists and technologists, policymakers, farmers and other stakeholders and actors – to share and review results of national and regional efforts and to collaborate in harnessing science and technology for the development of agriculture in their countries. The dossiers on demanding innovation, participatory approaches, IK, financing ARD and IPR contain useful material related to farmers’ involvement in agricultural research and development, including farmer innovation. 
DEVECOL (www.devecol.org) Information for Ecologically Sound Development – Geo e-Links Africa online information resource for those working to bring about sustainable rural development at the local level in Africa. It is a map portal: it uses maps to display locations where experiences or research about sustainable development have been documented. From the map, the user can link to the documents in the DEVECOL digital library or on the World Wide Web. Users can also query the database of geo-referenced documents according to ecological parameters as well as country, subject, author, keyword and other criteria. Last updated in September 2004. 
Development Gateway Communities (topics.developmentgateway.org) The Development Gateway Foundation, through its website, puts the internet to work for developing countries under the motto ”connect, collaborate and change your world”. The “development communities” pages on this website deal with several broad development-related fields, among which are human development, food and nutrition and environment. Each of these main fields contains a number of related topics, and is connected to a community of users led by an expert in the field. The members of these communities share knowledge, know-how and opinions. By joining a community, you can engage in discussions in the field with like-minded people and post your information that could be of use to others. Since this is a very extensive website with a large amount of information, finding the right community to join would need some thought.    

ELDIS (www.eldis.org) is one in a family of knowledge services from the Institute of Development Studies (IDS), Sussex, UK, and aims to share information on development policy, practice and research. Currently, Eldis has over 16,000 on-line documents and information on 4500 organisations. Thirty subject-focused guides offer quick access to key documents, organisations, research themes, discussions and other key resources. Agriculture, food security, participation and IPR are just a few of the subjects covered. Eldis accepts documents for posting on their website (if copyright permissions can be secured) and assists in writing abstracts. It also posts information on news, events and organisations. Information can be submitted to Peter Ferguson on eldis@ids.ac.uk

FAO Participation website (www.fao.org/participation/default.htm) is the website of the Informal Working Group on Participatory Approaches and Methods to Support Sustainable Livelihoods & Food Security (IWG-PA). The “Resources” part of the website has three sections: library, field tools and lessons learned. The library contains FAO documents or documents published in cooperation with FAO on issues of participation. The section on field tools is a detailed database on participatory methods, tools and approaches developed by FAO. This section is being enlarged to include methodologies developed by others. Methodologies can be submitted by filling in a questionnaire on-line. “Lessons Learned” aims at helping people learn from each other’s experience. The website also supports French, Spanish and Arabic.

FARM-Africa (www.farmafrica.org.uk) Food and Agricultural Research Management (FARM-Africa) is an international NGO that aims to reduce poverty through developing innovative approaches to NRM in Africa. Through its projects in Ethiopia, Kenya, South Africa, Tanzania and Uganda, it partners with marginal small-scale farmers and herders to improve the ways in which they use their land. Working with a wide range of rural communities, it focuses on three priority areas: pastoral development, community forest management, and smallholder development & land reform. The resources section of the website provides access to publications, case studies and audio/audiovisual material that document the experiences of FARM-Africa’s programmes. 

Farming Solutions (www.farmingsolutions.org) is a website coordinated by ILEIA (Centre for Information on Low-External-Input and Sustainable Agriculture), Oxfam, Greenpeace and Pesticide Action Network (PAN)-Africa, that brings examples of successful, environmentally-responsible farming systems to life from all over the world, illustrating how farmers can protect the environment while at the same time increasing food supply where it is most needed. The website offers the opportunity for real experts, the farmers themselves, to share their knowledge by submitting their stories to info@farmingsolutions.org  

FRAME (www.frameweb.org) is a USAID-funded programme to build knowledge-sharing networks of NRM professionals. The FRAME website is part of this programme and is a source of information related to NRM. The information is arranged by region and also by theme. In addition, registered users can use the site to upload documents and participate in electronic discussions. Registration is free of charge.

GFAR (www.egfar.org) The Global Forum on Agricultural Research is a multi-stakeholder initiative that contributes to eradicating poverty, achieving food security, and conserving and managing natural resources. It enhances national capacities to generate, adapt and transfer knowledge – including a feature in the most recent annual report based on an interview with a member of the Prolinnova International Support Team. Prolinnova is one of the GFAR’s Global Partnership Programmes,
Honeybee Network (knownetgrin.honeybee.org) A global initiative to give voice to creative and innovative people at the grassroots, the Honeybee Network is run by SRISTI (Society for Research and Initiatives for Sustainable Technologies and Institutions) in India. The Network has an online database of innovations, either based on traditional knowledge or of contemporary origin, primarily from India, but also from other countries. Honeybee believes that cross pollination of ideas by exchange of information across language and cultural boundaries may increase societal capacity to spur, spawn, stimulate and sustain grassroots innovations and provide resources for sustainable development. Therefore, it tries to connect innovators with each other through communicating and networking in local languages. Innovations can be submitted via the innovation registry form on the website and, after verification, will be added to the innovation database. After a long period of inactivity, the site is now active again. 
GRAIN (www.grain.org) is an international non-governmental organisation (NGO) that promotes the sustainable management and use of agricultural biodiversity based on people's control over genetic resources and local knowledge. The website can be accessed in English, French and Spanish. It contains all GRAIN’s publications, including back issues of the quarterly magazine “Seedling”. The section “Agricultural Research for whom?” has some interesting information on farmer-led agricultural research. The website has not been updated since mid 2005. 

IAPAD (www.iapad.org) Integrated Approaches to Participatory Development – Participatory Avenues – is a focal point for sharing information and technical proofs of Participatory Learning and Action (PLA) methods combined with community-based mapping, Public Participation Geographic Information Systems (PPGIS) and Participatory 3-dimensional Modelling (P3DM). Participatory Avenues aims at sharing experiences on visualising community-based knowledge and perceptions and in providing stakeholders and less-favoured community members an added stake in tailoring and owning development and NRM initiatives. The website has an extensive list of publications and two open forums for practitioners to share experiences. Publications on participatory GIS, PPGIS, P3DM and community mapping can be submitted via the website for uploading on the publications database. The website is active and updated regularly.

IDRC (www.idrc.ca) The International Development Research Centre is a Canadian public corporation that works in close collaboration with researchers from the developing world in their search for the means to build healthier, more equitable and more prosperous societies. The website provides extensive coverage on the research programmes and projects supported by IDRC, two areas of which are environment and NRM, and innovation, policy and science. All of IDRC’s publications can be downloaded free of charge from the website. The site can be accessed in English or French.

Id21 (www.id21.org) is one of a family of knowledge services of IDS at the University of Sussex, UK. It specialises in communicating international development research on the subjects of health, education, global issues, rural development, urban development and natural resources to policymakers and practitioners worldwide. Id21 welcomes new research papers, articles and books for possible inclusion as research highlights on the website. Louise Daniel (l.daniel@ids.ac.uk) should be contacted for submission of material. The editorial policy and style highlights are available on the website. The website links to two other interesting sites, namely Future Agricultures and Power Tools, both with useful information for people involved in promoting people-centred agriculture and NRM. The website is active and up-to-date.   

IFAD (www.ifad.org) The International Fund for Agricultural Development is a specialised agency of the United Nations that was established as an international financial institution in 1977 as one of the major outcomes of the 1974 World Food Conference. IFAD was created to combat hunger and rural poverty in developing countries. Working with rural poor people, governments, donors, NGOs and many other partners, IFAD focuses on country-specific solutions, which can involve increasing rural poor peoples' access to financial services, markets, technology, land and other natural resources. The website provides access to IFAD’s rural poverty knowledgebase which has an extensive collection of reports, papers, notes and audiovisuals from IFAD projects and programmes on topics such as gender, sustainable livelihoods, livestock and rangelands etc. The website is active and updated regularly. 

IIED Natural Resources Programme (www.iied.org/NR) The natural resources work of the International Institute for Environment and Development comes under three programmes: 1) Drylands; 2) Sustainable Agriculture, Biodiversity and Livelihoods; and 3) Forestry and Land Use. The aim is to promote rural development based on sustainable agricultural and land management practices, strong rural organisations and social enterprises, and dynamic rural economies. The NR work seeks to identify the policies and practices needed to foster forms of rural economic growth that are socially inclusive and that protect diversity. The website is the entry point for a very complete set of information where documents are available in PDF downloadable format. It is also the gateway to the “Power Tools” website which introduces a range of “how-to” ideas that marginalised people and their allies can use to have greater influence on natural resources policy. For information in French on IIED’s work in West Africa, see IIED Sahel Programme (www.iiedsahel.org). 
IISD (www.iisd.org) The International Institute for Sustainable Development was founded in 1990 and is based in Winnipeg, Canada. IISD is dedicated to providing policy recommendations in various development fields, in the North as well as the South. Its vision is ‘better living for all’. Coverage focuses on broad areas of economic policy and trade etc, but also includes NRM and IK / indigenous peoples. There is a wide range of publications to be downloaded, and these are up-to-date, the most recent from this year (2006).

ILRI (www.ilri.cgiar.org) The International Livestock Research Institute seeks to better lives through livestock. Its research theme “Enabling Innovation” focuses on i) the organisational, institutional and policy context that govern knowledge production and use processes, ii) new patterns of partnership and the evolving roles of public, private and civil society sectors, and iii) the elucidation of the generic principles that have relevance to the promotion of livestock-related innovation and pro-poor innovation capacity to ensure that ILRI’s research contributes to a wider capability to innovate, and offers new options and insights into ways of making more effective use of livestock science and technology for poverty reduction. The operating projects, research highlights and publications under this theme are found on the website. 

InfoResources (www.inforesources.ch) is a source of information on natural resources in international cooperation – focusing on agriculture, forestry and environment. InfoResources is operated jointly by three Swiss information services that are all experienced in finding and disseminating sound specialised information in an efficient manner. Information requests can be submitted via a request form on the website or by e-mail info@inforesources.ch  Examples of requests are available on the site. The service is free of charge.

InterDev (www.interdev-net.org) is an inter-active information service that began in 1999. It offers development practitioners validated references on experiences, techniques and methods in the fields of food processing, agro-ecological farming systems, urban agriculture and decentralised electricity supply. A network of practitioners from developed and developing countries produces and makes available operational information based on their practices. This information is organised in databases, accessible through a website that is a platform for exchange between these development stakeholders. No new data has been entered after 2004 due to funding constraints, but new sponsors are being sought and it is possible that the work will re-commence this year. Experiences in food processing can still be directed to Luce Ruault at ruault@gret.org for uploading. Accessible in English and French.
InterSard (www.intersard.org) is an initiative to build a network of Southern and Northern partners for the documentation and sharing of information related principally to social and technological innovations in sustainable agriculture and NRM in rural areas. The key thematic areas are: rural livelihood development assets; agro-ecology; development approaches; institutional and social issues; and social and economic development. A key activity of InterSard has been to compile a database of “best practices’ which is accessible on its website. Although the website and the project are not active at present, the information entered into the database up to 2004 is useful.  

ISNAR (www.ifpri.org/divs/isnar.htm) The International Service for National Agricultural Research is a programme under the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), one of the 15 Future Harvest Centres supported by the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). ISNAR seeks to contribute to the generation and use of knowledge that fosters sustainable and equitable agricultural development. ISNAR's mission is to help bring about innovation in agricultural research institutions in developing countries to increase the contribution of research to agricultural development for the poor. ISNAR identifies and advances new arrangements that promote more effective generation of new knowledge. One of its research themes is Knowledge Systems and Innovation, which includes the programme on Institutional Change in Agricultural Knowledge Systems. Information about this on the website is currently still sparse.
LANDCARE (www.landcareresearch.co.nz) Manaaki Whenua Landcare Research is an environmental research organisation in New Zealand that specialises in sustainable management of land resources to optimise primary production, enhance biodiversity, increase the resource efficiency of businesses, and conserve and restore the natural assets of communities. The website provides information, frameworks and processes that can be used by those wishing to engage different stakeholders more effectively in research and development. Numerous on-line papers and reports are available. Topics covered include: stakeholder participation and partnerships, organisational learning, group processes, and inclusion of local knowledge and values. This independent Crown Research Institute, founded in 1992, focuses exclusively on environmental research in New Zealand. The site, however, is up-to-date and informative.

LANDCARE Australia (www.daff.gov.au/nlp) gives details of the Australian Landcare movement. Landcare is a national voluntary community movement of around 4000 groups that aim to improve NRM. It operates largely in rural Australia, involving 40% of farmers, who manage 60% of land and 70% of the nation’s diverted water. There are many lessons from Landcare Australia for developing countries: South Africa and the Philippines have both begun their own Landcare programmes.

LEISA (www.leisa.info) is the website of ILEIA (Centre for Information on Low-External-Input and Sustainable Agriculture), an independent organisation that seeks to contribute to alleviating poverty by promoting agro-ecological approaches. Documentation, analysis and publication of successful experiences in low-external input and sustainable agriculture (LEISA) are the major activities. The website provides access to large, searchable databases on LEISA and PTD. Directly available for viewing and downloading are some articles from 1994–96 issues of the ILEIA Newsletter (now called LEISA Magazine) and the complete magazines from 1997 onwards. 

MYRADA (www.myrada.org) This large NGO manages rural development programmes in South India and promotes the Self-Help Affinity strategy in Cambodia, Myanmar and Bangladesh. It sees its prime role to be "Building Poor People's Institutions". Participatory methodologies play a central role in building the capacity of people to manage their own institutions, particularly for self-help, savings and credit, and watershed management. The website contains information about MYRADA’s approaches, methods (e.g. appreciative enquiry, participatory impact monitoring) and results, with downloadable handbooks and other publications. 

OISAT (www.oisat.org) On-line Information Service for Non-chemical Pest Management in the Tropics provides easy-to-read web-based information, relevant for small farmers in the tropics, on how to produce key crops using affordable preventive and curative non-chemical crop and pest management practices. The information is categorised according to crops, pests and control methods and includes information generated through farmer innovation. Acting as a platform for sharing and exchanging knowledge, OISAT invites experiences and information that can be added to the database.   

PARnet (www.parnet.org) is a knowledge gateway for practitioners and scholars of action research around the world. Founded in the spring of 1993, PARnet is the oldest action research website on the Internet. An important part of the PARnet concept is to facilitate the sharing of a large quantity of dynamic information and maintain its integrity, while at the same time reducing the cost and time commitment of maintaining such a project. This is accomplished by making it easy for all users to post new content and associating the stewardship tasks for each bit of information with the original contributor. Many items in the PARnet database have a renewal cycle. When this is the case, the system periodically prompts each contributor to review and renew items s/he has added. PARnet is facilitated by the Participatory Action Research Network at Cornell University. 

Participation Group (www.ids.ac.uk/ids/particip) is the home page of the Participation, Power and Social Change Team at the Institute of Development Studies (IDS), University of Sussex, UK. Through the work of this group, IDS serves as a global centre for research, innovation and learning in citizen participation and participatory approaches to development. The website is active and well laid out and provides an extensive collection of material on issues related to participation such as theory and practice, citizenship and governance, policy, and organisational learning and change.

PFI-FFS (www.fao.org/ag/agl/agll/farmspi/ffs_pfi.stm) “Farmer Innovation and New Technology Options for Food Production, Income Generation and Combating Desertification” is a UNDP-funded project in FAO that draws on experiences with Farmer Field Schools and PFI (Promoting Farmer Innovation in Rainfed Agriculture), a project piloted in Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda. Its objective is to increase the uptake of farmers’ innovations and new technology options at the community level for food production, income generation and combating desertification. A newsletter produced by PFI-FFS in Kenya is on the website. Publications from the earlier PFI project can be found under www.undp.org/seed/unso/publications/pub-htm/pfi-eng1.htm. No updates since 2003.

PELUM (www.pelum-zambia.net) The Participatory Ecological Land-Use Management Association is a network of civil society organisations working with local communities in sustainable agriculture and NRM in nine countries in Eastern and Southern Africa: Botswana, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe. Partners came together to forge a strategic alliance and to combine efforts, approaches and experiences so as to build the partners’ capacities in training and advocacy and in order to become more effective in influencing how development takes place. In 2003–06, PELUM-Zambia is operating a project together with Agromisa Foundation, Netherlands, to strengthen how farmers access, share and manage knowledge. However, the website does not appear to be maintained.
PLEC (www.unu.edu/env/plec/) People, Land Management and Environmental Change is a programme that aims to develop sustainable and participatory approaches to conservation, especially of biodiversity, within smallholder systems, together with the farmers. It is a collaborative effort among scientists across the developing world. The project has been developed, since 1993, by the United Nations University (UNU), and presently is a GEF-funded initiative. It is executed by UNU through a network of locally-based clusters in West Africa (Ghana and Guinea), East Africa (Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda), Asia-Pacific (China, Thailand and Papua New Guinea) and America (Brazil, Peru, Mexico and Jamaica). About 80% of participants are from these countries. Scientists from Australia, Japan, USA and UK are also involved. PLEC publishes a newsletter, also available at the website, and coordinates PLECserv, a free electronic list, which aims to inform the scientific and professional community concerned with rural development and conservation in smallholder farming in the developing world, by calling attention to recent publications, new research methodology and developments in agricultural biodiversity, in the study of farmer innovation and farmers' technical knowledge, and in development practice and thinking generally. The website contains a database of findings from the countries in which it operates; however, these have to be downloaded for access and may be too large for users with slow connections. 

Practical Action (www.practicalaction.org) – formerly the Intermediate Technology Development Group (ITDG) – aims to demonstrate and advocate the sustainable use of technology to reduce poverty in developing countries. It is a charity, founded in 1966 and registered in the UK, which works in Latin America, Eastern and Southern Africa, and South Asia, with particular concentration on Peru, Kenya, Sudan, Zimbabwe, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Nepal. It is committed to poverty reduction, environmental conservation and technology choice. Many of Practical Action’s projects take a PID approach integrated within community-led development. The experiences of these projects, written in a simple and appealing way, can be read on the website. The “People Stories” are especially interesting. 
PRGA (www.prgaprogram.org) Participatory Research and Gender Analysis is a system-wide CGIAR initiative to assess and develop methods and organisational approaches for gender-sensitive participatory research and to promote their use in plant breeding and in managing crops and natural resources. The website brings a selection of CGIAR publications on plant breeding, NRM, gender and stakeholder analysis, impact assessment, and mainstreaming PRGA.  

Prolinnova (www.prolinnova.net) is an international NGO-led initiative to build a global learning and advocacy network on promoting local innovation in ecologically-oriented agriculture and NRM. The focus is on the dynamics of IK, and on how research, extension and other actors in development can strengthen the capacities of farmers to adjust to changing conditions: to develop and adapt their own site-appropriate systems and institutions of resource management. Country programmes have been built up in Cambodia, Ethiopia, Ghana, Nepal, Niger, South Africa, Sudan, Tanzania and Uganda, supported by IIRR in the Philippines, ETC EcoCulture and the Centre for International Development at the Free University of Amsterdam in the Netherlands, and Agridea, the Swiss Centre for Development of Agriculture and Rural Areas.

RWC-PRISM (www.wis.cgiar.org/rwc) The Project Research and Information System Module (PRSIM) of the Rice Wheat Consortium (RWC), under the umbrella of the CGIAR, is an internet-based information service for sharing and managing existing and new information on organisations, people, projects and practices in agricultural research and development in the Indo-Gangetic Plains of South Asia. It makes it possible to identify: projects, practices or technologies (including those based on local knowledge and innovation) that are either on-going or have been conducted in India, Nepal, Bangladesh and Pakistan; institutions focused on the same area of research in a particular location; and persons who may provide expertise to your project. Information on projects can be added by becoming a registered user via the website; 48 on-going projects are listed currently.

TEK*PAD (ip.aaas.org/tekindex.nsf/TEKPAD?OpenFrameSet) Traditional Ecological Knowledge Prior Art Database is a searchable archive of traditional knowledge documentation promoting the public domain to establish and protect IK as prior art. The website was last updated in October 2003. Information on local innovations that reflect the dynamics of indigenous ecological knowledge may still be submitted for inclusion in this database, as long as assurance can be given that the knowledge holders have given prior informed consent to its publication in this form. Contact Stephen Hansen (shansen@aaas.org).
UPWARD (www.cip-upward.org). Users' Perspectives With Agricultural Research and Development (UPWARD) is an Asian network of scientists and development specialists working to increase participation by farmers and other users of agricultural technology in research and development. UPWARD seeks to link users and research and development professionals for more effective agricultural innovation; bring sustained benefits to less favoured farming areas and marginalised groups, especially women; and work with households and local communities as key actors in research and learning activities. The UPWARD website provides news and information resources on participatory research and development and innovations for sustainable root-crop livelihoods. The website is active and up-to-date.

WAICENT (www.fao.org/waicent) The World Agricultural Information Centre was set up by the FAO as a corporate framework for information management and dissemination. The FAO website is a comprehensive source of agricultural information, having approximately 500,000 web pages, over 100 databases and thousands of documents. The WAICENT Portal is one of the tools for navigating and accessing the rich content of this site with the help of the WAICENT Information Finder. For instance, a simple search on the term “farmer innovation” provides 10 pages of documents on the subject. Information can also be accessed in French, Spanish, Chinese and Arabic. 
WIPO (www.wipo.int/tk/en) The World Intellectual Property Organisation’s page on Traditional Knowledge provides a forum for international policy debate concerning the interplay between intellectual property (IP) and traditional knowledge, genetic resources and folklore. It is developing draft legal mechanisms and a range of practical tools aimed at enhancing the IP interests of the holders of such knowledge, resources and expressions. The website provides access to publications, case studies and other documents related to the topic. The French and Spanish versions of the website are being updated currently and will be launched soon. 

WISARD (www.wisard.org) Web-based Information System for Agricultural Research for Development is a public-domain information platform that focuses on projects, organisations, outputs and technologies in the field of agricultural research and rural development (ARD) and NRM. It addresses questions related to ‘Who is doing what where?' with a search interface developed in cooperation with a broad group of users. It makes it possible to identify: a) projects that are or have been conducted around the world in ARD; b) institutions focused on the same area of research; c) persons who may provide expertise to your project; and d) project/organisational outputs that contain relevant research information.  


WOCAT (www.wocat.net) The World Overview of Conservation Approaches and Technologies comprises a network of Soil and Water Conservation specialists from all over the world, and aims to spread information on successful systems – both the technologies themselves and the approaches underpinning the uptake of technologies. WOCAT has an extensive database, and field practitioners (specialists or farmers) are invited to contribute their particular knowledge (approaches and technologies) through specially designed questionnaires. These questionnaires are available in English, French, Spanish, Chinese and Arabic. The website is constantly updated. 
World Bank IK Program (www.worldbank.org/afr/ik) The IK Initiative seeks to help World Bank partners learn more about local knowledge and technology, so that they can better adapt global knowledge to local conditions. The website opens a gateway to numerous sources on IK, including IK Notes, IK Packs, IK Video and IK Marketplace. The programme aims to facilitate dialogue between local communities, NGOs, governments, donors, civil society and the private sector, with the ultimate objectives of helping to mainstream IK into the activities of development partners and optimising the benefits of development aid, especially to the poor. The website is active and updated regularly.

World Neighbors (www.wn.org) is an international development organisation that works with some of the most remote and marginalised communities in ecologically fragile areas of Asia, Africa and Latin America. It supports the transformation of communities by helping people address hunger, poverty, disease and other challenges that undermine their livelihoods, and by inspiring lasting leadership and collective action for change. Most programmes begin using locally available resources and simple, low-cost technologies. As people gain skills and confidence, local leaders and organisations emerge to carry on the work, multiply results and participate in coalitions advocating for wider change. World Neighbors (WN) programmes integrate food security, farming, literacy, community and reproductive health, water and sanitation, environmental conservation, savings and credit, non-formal education and income-generation activities. Information on WN methodologies, experiences and publications are available on the website.
OTHER ANNOTATED PUBLICATIONS

In addition to the rather extensive list of web resources, we include a few recent publications with annotations provided by the authors, which have been shortened in some cases. 
Christinck, Anja; Eva Weltzien & Volker Hoffmann (eds). 2005. Setting breeding objectives and developing seed systems with farmers: a handbook for practical use in Participatory Plant Breeding projects. Weikersheim: Margraf Publishers / Wageningen: CTA (Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation).
A participatory plant breeding (PPB) programme requires detailed and holistic understanding of the needs of the specific user groups it seeks to serve. This includes knowledge of the crop traits required for adaptation to prevalent agro-ecological conditions, the local production and seed distribution systems, and the quality requirements for each target group. Effectively setting priorities through assessment of key needs of farmers has been one of the primary reasons for success from farmer participation in breeding programmes. However, methodologies on how to effectively work with farmers on setting objectives for a PPB programme have only occasionally been described. This book is intended to help fill this gap. 

It provides frameworks for description and analysis of key topic areas. It provides a range of methods, approaches and communication tools for breeders and farmers to work together to identify target environments and user groups, analyse production and seed systems, identify key traits and set priorities. Furthermore, it offers practical advice on approaches for planning and implementing both participatory breeding and seed system development activities, summarising practical experiences gained in PPB projects to date. 

The book provides valuable insights not only for plant breeders but also development workers who seek to encourage farmer innovations with regard to variety development. Biodiversity specialists involved in in-situ management of plant genetic resources, as well as educators and trainers in the above-mentioned fields will find useful tools and overviews. 

Conroy, Czech. 2005. Participatory livestock research: a guide. Warwickshire: ITDG Publishing. 304pp. ISBN 1-85339-577-3 
This book is an introduction to participatory research for livestock development, which brings livestock researchers and practitioners up to date with the latest and best practices. The book brings together the author’s knowledge of livestock research issues and participatory research, and uses examples from many projects around the world to show how a participatory approach to technology development can be successful. It also shows how to do assess needs in a participatory way and how to avoid the problems associated with on-farm livestock experiments. Price GBP16.95. Orders can be placed at: www.developmentbookshop.com
Ejigu Jonfa & Ann Waters-Bayer. 2005. Unlocking farmers’ potential: institutionalising Farmer Participatory Research and Extension in southern Ethiopia. London: FARM-Africa. 46pp. ISBN: 1 904029 06 X.
This second publication in FARM-Africa’s Project Experiences Series draws from work carried out by FARM-Africa and partners to incorporate Farmer Participatory Research into the activities of government organisations involved in developing and disseminating agricultural technologies. The publication presents the key elements that supported the institutionalisation process and the challenges that stemmed from working within bureaucratic procedures. With its focus on the lessons generated by the project, the booklet is essential reading for those working to institutionalise Farmer Participatory Research in Ethiopia and beyond. Available to download at: http://www.farmafrica.org.uk/resources.cfm

Gonsalves, Julian; Thomas Becker, Ann Braun, Dindo Campilan, Hidelisa de Chavez, Elizabeth Fajber, Monica Kapiriri, Joy Rivaca-Caminade & Ronnie Vernooy (eds). 2005. Participatory research and development for sustainable agriculture and natural resource management: a sourcebook. CIP/UPWARD/IDRC/IFAD ISBN (CIP-UPWARD) 971-614-031-2/ISBN(IDRC) 1-55250-182-5

Outcome of collaboration of the Users’ Perspectives With Agricultural Research and Development (UPWARD) Network of CIP (International Potato Center), the Community-Based Natural Resources Management Program of IDRC (International Development Research Centre), the Technical Advisory Division of IFAD (International Fund for Agricultural Development) and the CGIAR Systemwide Programme on Participatory Research and Gender Analysis (PRGA). A set of three volumes: 1) Understanding participatory research and development; 2) Enabling participatory research and development; 3) Doing participatory research and development. Includes a wide array of articles on participatory research and development (PR&D), plus a glossary, recommended publications, contact addresses of contributors, and directories of websites and e-groups. The accompanying CD contains core articles in the printed version and 15 additional papers on PR&D experiences. Free on-line access to the sourcebook is possible through the CIP-UPWARD website (www.cip-upward.org). Each set of three volumes and CD costs US$30; for organisations in the South $20. To purchase a copy, contact: CIP-UPWARD c/o IRRI DAPO 7777, Metro Manila, Philippines (cip-manila@cgiar.org). 
Kolff, Annette; Laurens van Veldhuizen & Chesha Wettasinha (eds). 2005. Farmer-centred innovation development: experiences and challenges from South Asia. Bern: Intercooperation. 155pp. ISBN 984-32-2674-7
Various projects and programmes of Intercooperation (IC) in South Asia promote farmer-centred development of innovations towards sustainable NRM. Approaches such as PTD, farmer-led experimentation, and farmer-oriented extension through Farmer Field Schools are applied in different ways, depending on the institutional capacities, partnerships and prevailing farming systems. In November 2004, IC organised a regional workshop at which representatives of these projects and programmes shared their experiences from Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Pakistan. This publication is based on the proceedings and papers of this regional workshop and provides substantial documentation of the approaches used and the lessons learned.
Neef, Andreas (ed.). 2005. Participatory approaches for sustainable land use in Southeast Asia. Bangkok: White Lotus. 411pp. ISBN 974-4800-67-4. 
In-depth analyses and discussion of participatory research and development in action with emphasis on the needs of rural communities in marginal regions of Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Nepal, the Philippines, South China, Thailand and Vietnam. 38 scientists and development practitioners share their extensive multidisciplinary experience and discuss the relevance, application and pitfalls of participatory approaches to research and development. Most of the chapters evolved from papers presented at the International Workshop “Participatory Technology Development and Local Knowledge for Sustainable Land Use in Southeast Asia”, held 6-7 June 2001 in Chiang Mai, Thailand. Examples from the field cover the participatory development of soil and water conservation technologies, gender-sensitive participatory methodologies, participation in priority-setting for agricultural research, the use of Geographic Information Systems in supporting participatory processes, and the benefits of using local knowledge in managing natural resources. While the contributions contain a wealth of methodological innovations and conceptual advances in participatory approaches, they also point to the conceptual and political limitations and various dangers of misuse of participation in research and development programmes. Several chapters provide evidence that a supportive institutional and socio-political framework is conditional for successfully scaling-up and institutionalising participatory processes in government agencies and research organisations. Only then will participatory approaches remain relevant beyond the fashionable rhetoric of the mainstream participatory discourse. Copies can be ordered from The White Lotus Co., Ltd, GPO Box 1141, Bangkok 10501, Thailand, or The Uplands Program, Thailand Office, Chiang Mai (gotoked@yahoo.com).

Salas, Maruja, Jainchu Xu & Tillmann, Timmi. 2003. Field manual – Participatory Technology Development: linking indigenous knowledge and biodiversity for sustainable development. Kunming: Yunnan Science and Technology Press. 
This field manual on PTD has been written to aid field practices within ethnic communities in southeast Asia and southwest China by providing training materials for capacity building of community facilitators, researchers and technicians. It adds a special focus to the existing PTD literature by prioritising the potential of indigenous people’s knowledge as a means of improving rural livelihoods in southwest China. The manual is very comprehensive and consists of eight chapters covering all aspects of PTD, from the basic concepts to farmer experiments and innovator networks. It also provides an extensive bibliography and list of resources. A very useful resource for development practitioners who are involved in PTD/PID processes amongst indigenous groups and have to deal with issues of IK, IPR and biodiversity. For copies contact the Center for Biodiversity and Indigenous Knowledge, Kunming, China (contactus@cbik.ac.cn)
The PTD / PID Circular aims to make experiences on farmer innovation and participatory technology / innovation development in ecologically-oriented agriculture and NRM more widely known to development practitioners.

If you have new information about publications, workshops, training activities, events, audiovisuals, websites, electronic discussion groups or networks concerned with PTD / PID, please let us know.
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